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Account of the bloody Laws inftituted in Fapan, in the 
Jeventecrth Century, by Tatco, a private Soldier. 


of Bip ambition of the Princes being curbed, and their 
power broken, Taico proceeded about the year 1617, 
tofecure the new-modelled government from the feditious 
rage of the licentious vulgar, by a new fyftem of laws, which 
were perhaps the moft fevere that ever were enacted fince the 
days of Draco, and, like them, may be faidto be written wich 
blood ; for there is fcarcely a crime that is not publickly pu- 
nithed with death, except the criminal be a Prince, and then he 
has only the privilege of difpatching himfelf in private, which 
is commonly done by ripping up his own bowels. In this cafe 
the Emperor fends his order by letter, which, if not imme- 
diately complied with, the perfon is either put to the moft ex- 
cruciating tortures, or, if he be a Prince of the Blood, 
banithed to fome barren ifland, where he is perhaps forced to 
lead a life more fevere than death itfelf. But, in other cafes, 
the criminal is no fooner found guilty than he is hurried to 
execution,  Kempfer aflerts, that a lie, or prevarication ; 
theft, though of the flighteft kind ; abreach of the peace; a 
low with a fword, even though fheathed in the fcabbard ; 
cheating even at play ; detraction, or any other injury done to 
aman’s chara@ter, are all punifhed with death: For mere 
chaftifements are feldom ufed, except by lords to their flaves. In 
fome places fathers of farnilies, except thofe of the lower rank, 
have power over the lives and limbs of their wives, children, 
and domeflics, But in crimes againtt the government, as 
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negleing to obey the Emperor’s edicts, defrauding him in his 
revenue, counterfeiting the coin, fettinga houfe on fire, rob- 
beries, burglaries, debauching a married, or ravifhing an un- 
married woman; injuftice or mal-adminiftration in public 
officers, whether in governors, judges, or magiftrates, the 
punifhment is not confined to the criminals, but inhumanly 
extended to his parents, brethren, childreny and more diftant 
relations, all of whom are put to death,’ at the fame bour, 
though at ever fo greata diftance from each other. This is 
done by refpiting the execution of thofe, who are near, till the 
fentence can be conveyed by proper couriers to other places; 
and then, on the appointed time, all are brought forth and ex- 
ecuted at mid-day ; but the lives of the female relations are 
generally faved; and they are fold to flavery for a longer or 
thorter term of years,according to the nearnefs of relations 
fhip to the offender ; except in cafes of high treafon, where the 
wives and daughters are put to death. For thefts and rob- 
beries, the unhappy crimina!s are crucified with the head down- 
ward, and configned to a longer or fhorter torture according to 
the degree of their criminality ; fothatin cafes of aggravated 
guilt, they are left to hang on the crofs till they expire, which 
ia fome inftances, is not in afhorter time than three or four 
days ; but, if thetheft admit of a milder death, they are dil- 
patched by a dagger, or by flrangling. 

In cafes of high areafon, not only all the relations, but the 
whole ward ia which they live, undergo the fame dreadful fate; 
the law fuppofing them to be worthy of death for fuffering fuch 
enemics of feciety tolive among them. This cruel punith- 
mentof the innocent is an effectual means of caufing the 
crimina!, when known, to be immediately difcovered, fince the 
injormer faves not only himfelf but his whole family. 

Thefe Jaws, contrary as they are to every fentiment of 
equity and humanity, arc {aid to be ftill in force, and executed 
with the greateit rigour ; but criminals, as foon as they find 
theyare dilcovered, frequently commit an act of fuicide to 
eicape the tortures which await them. 


An ANECDOTE, 


HE only court military known to, and eftablifhed by, the 
permanent laws of England, was the court of chivalry, 
formerly held before the Lord High Conftable and Earl 
Maithal jointly; but fince the attainder of Stafford Duke 
of 














































the 
“ { 


rep 
dilr 





in his 
rob- 
) une 
sublic 
+5 the 
nanly 
iftant 
bour, 
1S is 
Il the 
ACCS; 
1 ex- 
S$ are 
er or 
tions 
re the 
rob- 
owns 
ng to 
vated 
vhich 
four 
» dif- 


t the 
fate; 
fuch 
nifh- 
- the 


€ the 


nt of 
suted 

find 
le to 


» the 
alry, 
Karl 
Juke 
of 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 183 


of Buckingham, inthe reign of Henry the Righth, and the 
confequent extinguifhment of the office of Lord High Con- 
ftable, it was commonly, with refpect to civil matters, held 
before the Earl.Marfhal only. This court was in great re- 
putation in the times of pure chivalry ; but it is now grown 
almoft entirely out of ufe,on account of the feedlenefs of its 
jarifdiGtion, and want of power to enforce its jadgments ; as 
it can neither fine, nor imprifon, not being a court of record. 
Its power, however, was once fo formidable, that Sir Edward 
Hyde (afterward the famous Earl of Clarendon) prefented it 
to the Houfe.of Commons, onthe 16th of April, 1540, as a 
much greater grievance than auy which that Houle were then 
difcufing ; and among other initances of its dreadful tyranny, 
he mentioned the cafe of “ acitizen of good quality, a mer- 
chant who by this court, was ruined imhis eftate, and his body 
imprifoned, only for calling a fwan a goofe.”"—~This was in 
allufion to the badge of anoble Lord, worn by his waterman, 
which had on it the impreffion of a fwan. The citizen 
having fome caule of difpute with the waterman, the latter, to 
intimidate him, fhewed him his badge ; meaning thereby, that 
the great man, whofe creit or arms it reprefented, would take 
care to pusilh any one who fhould ill-treat a perfon who had 
the honour of being in his fervice. The citizen anfwered, 
“ What case [ for your goofe?” This expreflion having been 
reported to the noble Lord, was confidered by him as too 
difrefpectful to be fuffered to pafs unpunifhed ! 





An Account of fome religious Aufterities and fuperfiitious 
Notions of the Mahrattas, and other Hindoos. 


{From Lieutenant Moor’s Narrative of the Operations of Captain 
Little’s Detachment. ] 


LTHOUGH we donot pretend togive any particular 
account of thecuftoms or prejudices of any of the peos 

pleof the peninfula, we have, when any appeared very fingular, 
taken notice of it; And, on this principle, thall give fome ace 
count of a curious practice in repute among the Mahrattas, 
and other tribes of Hindoos; we thall call it(winging. Iltisa 
ceremony to which one of any age, oreither fex, may make 
appeal, being generally referred toim expiation of an offence, 
or inconicquence of fome vow made, let us fuppofe, in the 
event of any acquilition ia which the appellaat is interetted, 
2E2 There 
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There are particular villages for this ceremony to be performed 
in: Jejoory is a favourite town, anda correfpondent in that 
quarter informs us, that:in the month of March there was a 
great deal of it thereabout Another {winging village is near 
Poonab, which was, we think pointed out tous by Mr. Uht- 
hoff, from whom moft of the particulars here given from re- 
collection, were received. 

A moveable platform is made, on which a pole, twenty or 
more feet high, is erected, with a beam projectiag hori- 
zontally {rom the top, not unlike a gibbet, fuppofing the upper 
member moveable: From the extremity of the. horizontat 
limb, a rope depends, reaved through a pulley, with a> blunt 
book at the end: Onthis the appellant is hooked through 
the flethy part of his back hoifted up: to the beam, and on it 
turned round as many times as.his confidence in his own re- 
{olution had predetermined. Previous to being hooked, the 
{winger declares the caufe of his appeal,and we believe, the 
number of revolutions he conceives it neceflary for the beam 
to make, whilehe is in this ttrange fufpenfion. 

It isnot unufual for a perfon to {wing from a. vow if he 
marries acertain gil within a certain time: This idea, how- 
ever, generally comprehends the pofieffion of fuch a fum of 
money as will enable them to marry with convenience. A 
perfon may {wing by proxy. We were told of a venerable 
dame that came in conféquence of her daughter’s vow, who 
had, it {cems, vowed to {wing, if the child, of which fhe was 
pregnant, wasa boy. ‘The damfel had been delivered but a 
fhort time before the arrival of {winging day, which we believe 
js annual, and could not be tucked up without prejudice; and 
to prevent the bad effeGs of non-performance, the old lady 
went through the ceremony for the young gentiewoman in the 
itraw with great refolution and fatisfaction, The prefent head 
man of the village near Poona, before he arrived at that dig 
nity, vowed to {wing every year, if he was fortunate enough to 
get the pott: Afterward, however, he modified his vow and 
{wings only when there are no other advocates ; which is {el- 
gom the cz ile, as the ceremony feems to be in high eftimation. 
When the appellant is very zealous, we have heard that the 
whole machine has, by his detire, been moved to a confiderable 
diftance while be hung on it, to the great envy and admiration 
of the gaping multitude ; 3 Others, who bave not fo much res 
foluti oe, OF do not conceive fo great an effort requilite, are 
hoiiled upand lowered down again directly. One intiance we 
heard of where, from the hook not having fufficient hold, of 
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the flefh and {kin not being fufficiently ftrong to fupport the 
weight, the party fell, and was killed. From this inaulpicious 
circumttance, it was concluced, he had {wuag from.a bad vow, 
or had not previoufly declared the trueone. We never faw 
the ceremony, but have converfed with {wingers, who fay it is 
no pain, if the caufe of {wingers is a good one 3 buc if of bad 
tendency, it is very excruciating. A tervantof Mr. Ubthoff’s 
had fwung, and we examined his back, which we found inci- 
fed a little lower from the middle, over the right vertebra. 
From the appearance of the cicatrix, the wound appeared to 
have original!y been nearly twoinches long. His vow he faid 
was a good one, and he felt no pain. 

The hook is beyond doubt put through the ficth ; there can 
beno deception, as it has frequently been particularly res 
marked. ‘Laectictis, we have underltood, benumbed, by 
being firft beaten or bruifed, and is then perforated with a ibarp 
inftrument, to make an entrance for the blunt hooke The 
wound is rubbed with fome preparation, and foon heals. 
Many tribes of Hindoos practife {winging, and a number of 
them {wing annually at Calcutta. 

If any records of thefe circumftances are kept in the {wing 
ing villages, with the caufes of {winging, they would doubt- 
leis, make a curious figure in a European drefs ; for we have 
heard of a number of caules afligned fer the ceremony, that 
would furnifh almoft as diverting an eflay as the well-known 
itory of the lover’s leap, if worked up by fo huimourous a 
hand. 

Moft authors on the fubje& of eaftern manners, have had 
occafion to mention the great auiteritics of Hindoo devotees 5 
autteritics, compared to which, the complicated fuffezings of 
monallic difcipline in Europe dwincle into intignificance. 
Very few inftances, and none of any note, have fallen under 
our obfervation. In Punderpoor there were, itis likely, many 
of thefe mifled bigots, but we did not recollect to leek for them, 
In Poona there is a man, who, for fevcral years paft, has ftood 
upon his head a certain number of hours every day: We flaw 
him once ia this reveried itate. Five or fix years back, a man 
in Bombay hung bimielf up by the feet, and vowed to con- 
tinue in that fituation, until, we belicve, two thouland rupees 
were collected for him. He hung four or live days and nights, 
and had made conliderable progrets ia his Collection, wien the 
depuiy of police interfered, and cuthim down 3 andhe it was 
faid, immediately difiributed among the poor ail the money 
thathad been given him, Wedid notice thismane Anoctier 
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man, in Bombay, about ten years fince, had obtained great venes 
sation for avow he made of fitting in the fame pofture for 
twenty-four years: He had, when we faw him, fat twelve, and 
was fixed in fo ftrange a manner, that we are afraid we thal] not 
be able to explainitclearly. His legs were turned behind his 
neck, where they formeda kind of pillow, or fupport for his 
fhoulde:s ; his back bone was bent ina half circle, andhe fae 
wpon the middle of it; his pofteriors, if now properly fo 
culled, being brought before him under his chin; and in this 
fingular pofition were his limbs and body immoveably fixed, 
H.s‘legs and thighs, from fo long a fufpenfion of their funcs 
tions, were withered and fhrivelicd. He rode in aneat palan- 
keei, which we ftopped to examine him, carried by eight 

carers, of whom we made fome enquiries. He did not con- 
deicend at all to notice it. His equipage was fupported by the 
ready afiiftance of the credulous Hindovs, who deem thems 
felves happy in contributing to the conveniences of fo eminent 
acharacter, Ere appeared to be about forty years old, of low 
ftature originall;, and ill favoured in his perfon. If now 
living, bis time is almoft out; buthe had now as good cone 
tinue his plan, for he can never be fit for any thing elfe. He 
came to Bombay, we belicve, from Poona, and made but a 
fhort ftay, as he was charitably difpofed to favour as many part 
as pofible with his presence, 

Bigotted practices of this kind are more obfervable among 
Hindoos than any other people in India, “The Mabrattas, con- 
fidering their numbers, are perhaps as free from them as any 
peopie ; 2nd it would be unjuft tofix the imputation of fuper- 
itition or bigotry upon them, from obitrving two or three cire 
cumitances of that tendency. In England, even, may a 
itranger obferve feveral trifling prejudices of that nature, yet 
nothing can be more incorrett, than laying the Englifh are a 
fuperiti tows people. 

Among the Mahrattas and Bramins, we could not but notice 
fome prevailing opinions fo ttrong}y tinged, that, although we 
are unwilling to fay they area buperititions people, we hardly 
know how to withhold the appelletien, The day on which 
Colonel Frederick firft met the Baow publicly, an untoward 
accident happeved, which by the Bramins and Malhrattas, was 
conttrued into a mott inaufpicious emen, and they found no 
cificulty in believing it a pointed portent of the inefficacy of 
his reinforcement inreducing the iort of Darwar. The cite 
cumitance was this: The Cclonel intended going on horie- 
back, and hada favourite animal caparifoncd ior whe purpole 3 

Q it 


































> =—= eas 


Cs a ae ae 


= * +. =| 


th 


ye 
pr 
he 
fet 
yet 


yenes 
e for 
and 
I] not 
1 his 
t his 
e fat 
ly fo 
this 
ixeds 
unce 
alan 
eight 
con- 
y the 
ems 
nent 
low 
now 
cone 
He 


ut a 


rong 
con- 
any 
al 
cine 
ay a 
, yet 
re a 


tice 

we 
irdly 
men 
ward 


was 
1 no 
v ot 
cire 
orie- 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 187 


It was a beautiful gentle Arabian ; yet no fooner was the Co- 
Janel in his faddle, than the beaft reared, and put him off, 
Thrice he renewed the attempt, and was as often equally un-~ 
facce(sful. Now there was nothing in this that may not be ac- 
counted for in the moft fatisfactory manner: The horfe was 
tender-mouthed, and had ever been accuftomed to a lighe 
gentle bit ; that ufed this day, for the firft time, was a heavy 
fevere curb, which, with the fmalleft check, galled and made 
him rear: Yet this was looked upon as a fatal ‘prognostic ; 3 and 
when the unhappy event of the Colonel’s death was anaoun- 
ced, recolleGted 2s prophetic, and the melancholy intelligence 
received without furprife. 

Sneezing but once, is, by the Bramins, reckoned ominous; 
and when a great man yawns, the promifed fleep is fuppofed 
{weetly forwarded, byall the company {napping their fingers, 
which they do with great vehemence, aad make a fingular noile, 
that might embarrals a itranger. 


Some ACCOUNT of the COMMERCE of RUSSIA. 


N the 16th century the Ruffians carried on aconfiderable 
trade on the CafpianSea. For along time, indeed, it 
fuffered, becaute the caravans were often pluniered by the 
Coffacs, on their wey to Aftracan. But Alexis Michadee 
witich, having fubdued thefe vagabond hordes, the roads bee 
came fafe, and the commerce of Perfia revived and ceutered 
ia Altracan. ~ Merchants from Bulgaria, Crimea, Armenia, 
Perfia, even India, came thither to traffic ; and as the Ruflian 
thips were thea coasfely built, and fubject to thipwreck, the 
Prince brought fhipbuilders from Amlterdam, i in order to have 
fhips more fit for reiztiing the tempefts of this itormy feae 
The rebz aan of the Coflacs oa the Don, and its cone 
fequent dovaftations, annihilated this trade, which after the dif- 
perfion of the rchels, was never re-elt tablithed ; notwithfan- 
ding the conquetts ot Peter the Firlt, the factories he erected, 
the company, to which he grauted an exclulive privilege, and 
the treaties of the Kmprefs Anse withthe King of Perha to 
favour this company. It recovered new vigour only in the 
year 3762, the period whenthe Emprefs Catharine LL. fup- 
prefled the exclufive privilege of the company, and allowed -ail 
her fubjects to trade with neg t [wo Rutlisn coaluls wese 
fettled at Baku and Engeili. fter all, this Princels has net 
yet fucceeded in putting a ftop to the coutraband wade carrted 
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on in Shamakia and other inland towns in Perfia, by the 
Armenian merchants, who knowing the country and the 
language, have a confiderable advantage over the Ruffians. 

Aftracan, the different quarters of which are fcattered on 
the hills within its circumference, is built on an ifland formed 
by the Wolga at its difcharge into the Cafpian Sea. This 
city, inhabited by Ruffians, Armenians, Perfians, Tartars, 
and Jews, may. be contidered one of the moft confiderable 
marts of the globe; becaufe by means of the Wolga, com- 
modities are eafily carried thither from the Baltic ports. 

Upon the banks of the Wolga there are great foretts be- 
longing to the province of Kafan, which furnith mafts and all 
forts of timber neceflary for the conftruction of fhips deftined 
for the navigation of the Cafpian Sea, whichis known to be 
one of the moft ftormy of the globe. 

Among the principal ports of the Cafpian Sea belonging 
to Perfia, the firft is Derbent in Shirvan, which, they maintain, 
was built by Alexander the Great, andcalled Ifkander. The 
city is fituated at the foot of 2 mountain, which is a con- 
tinuation of the Ufmenian mountains, It is important on 
account of the fortrels which defends it, and which nature and 
art have contributed to render impregnable, or at leaft fulcep- 
tible of the longeft defence. The bulk of the inhabitants of 
this city are Armenians, and they alone pofl<{s its trade, which 
confifts of falt, filks, both raw and wrought, that are brought 
from Shamakia, which is only about forty-four werfts from 
Baku, the moft commodious port on all this fea. 

The Bucharians, a people very much given to trade, inhae 
biting the fouth-weft pare of Independent ‘Vartary, go in 
numerous caravans into Ruflia. There are in that Lapire 
feveral colonics of thofe ‘Tartars, that maintain a correfpone 
dence with the merchants in their own country. ‘The prin- 
cipal markets they frequent are Tomfk, Kiatka, and Orenburg, 
of which the lafl isthe moft confiderable, and has ics chiet 
trade with Katkar, Taflhent, and Khirva. Thefe caravans 
carry into Rufiia gold and filver, in Perfian money and Indian 
rupees, They bring alfo gold duft, which is found in the ri- 
vers of Bucharia, jewels, lapis-lazuli, {pun and unfpun cotton, 
nitre, fal ammoniac, rhubarb, lamb-fkins; and drive thither 
numerous flocks of fheep and horfes. The articles they ex 
port from Rufiia are cloth, Ruffian leather, beads, jewels, iton 
ware, indigo, cochenil, &c. &e. 

The Ruffiansalfo trade with Chioa; and this branch of 
their commerce is the moft important of all they carry on 
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with Afia. The principal mart at prefent is Kiatka, a place 
fituated on the frontiers ‘of the two empires. It is always 
provided abundantly with every kind of goods that can be gor, 
which the Chinefe buy up very keenly. ‘The total value of 
this trade, in exportsand imports, is for Ruffia an obje& of 
about four millions of roubles; that is, upwards of feven 
hundred thoufand pounds fterling. 

Ruffia, which is the country for plans, whereof the ex- 
ecution of feveral has aftonifhed Europe, formed one of the 
moft gigantic in the ycar 1783. It istrue, it was upon an 
extraordinary occafion. Driven from their ordinary road by 
the war, which Hyder Ally and the Britifh were making on one 
another, fome merchants tothe north of Bengal, after having 
traverfed immenfe countries, had come with their goods to the 
frontiers of Siberia, where they had been recetved with tranf- 
port, and they had promifedto return, ‘The board of trade at 
St. Peterfburgh, being informed of this novelty, had imme- 
diately projected a branch of commerce with the Indians, and, 
to forward it, they had fitted out a fleet at Aftracan, to fcize 
upon Aftrabad, which is the moft foutherly port of the Cafpian 
Sea, and the {pot whither the Indians could moft conveniently 
come totrade. But the Kadichares, an invincible people, who 
abhor flavery, and can defend themfelves againft it, dilperled the 
fleet, and the enterprife had the moft miferable fuccefs. Iv the 
mean time, the court of Ruffia was not difcouraged by that, 
and, till a more favourable opportunity, delayed a fecond 
attempt, on which fhe entered with fo much the more pro- 
ptiety, as the inland navagation eftablifhed between St. Peter~ 
fburg and Aftracan muft extend the views of Ruffia to the 
trade of India ; becaule, by eftablifhing this communication, 
fhe removed the obftacle the moft dificult to be furmounted, 
by the commerce that may be carried on inthis quarter. But 
if ever Ruffia fucceed in this attempt, the India trade will be 
ennihilated in England, which flourifhes only by means of it, 
and in France, which has the moft powerful motives for re+ 
eftablifhing the commerce there, which fhe had from the time 
of the famous Duplex. Thefe two powers, which have long 
been rivals, and will at lait be friends, will doubtlefs oppofe the 
plans of Ruffia, that, not many years ago, was in the balance 
of Europe only a fuperfluous weight, of little account, but 
either is, or pretends to be, at this moment, 2 preponderating 
weight, which will foon make thofe of greater influence than 
herielf vanith in this chimerical balance, which fortune lifts or 
depreffes at her pleafure. 


Vou. XXVIII. 682. 2F Extras 
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Extras from a Letter juft publifhed, from the Right 
Hon. Edmund. Burke to a Noble Lord, upon the At- 
tacks made on him and his Penfion in the Houfe of 
Lords by the Duke of Bedford and the Earl of Lau- 
derdale early in the prefent Seffion of Parliament. 8vo, 


HIS long promifed letter is at length before the public, 

It originated in fome obfervations which fell from the 

Duke of Bedford and Earl of Lauderdale in tue Houfe of 

Lords earty in the prefent feflion, on the penfions granted to 

Mr. Burke bythe Crown, As every thing which comes from 

the pen of fo celebrated a writer, muft be acceptable to our 

readers, we embrace the earlieft opportunity of laying before 

them an extract of fome of the paflages in thisletter, which 

appear to us, on a curlory view, to be the moft material and 
interelting. 

Mr. Burke begins as follows : 

“ My Lorp, 

© I could hardly flatter myfelf with the hope, that fo very 
early in the feafon] ihould have to acknowledge obligations to 
the Duke o! Bedford and to the Earl of Lauderdale. Thefe 
noble perfons have lof no time in conferring upon me that 
fort of honour, which is alone within their competence, and 
which it 1s certainly mo congenial to their nature and their 
manners to beftow. 

‘ To be ill-fpoken off, in whatever language they {peak, 
by the zealots of the new fe& in philofophy and politics, of 
which thefe noble perfons think fo charitably, and of which 
others think fo jultly, to me is no matter of uneafinels or {ute 
prife. ‘To have incurred the difpieafure of the Duke of Ore 
Jeans or the Duke of Bedford, to fall under the cenfure of 
Citizen Briflot, or of his friend the Earl of Lauderdale, [ 
ought to confider as proofs, not the leaft fatisfactory, that lL have 
produced fome part of the effect | propofed by my endeavours, 
I have labourcd bard to earn what the Noble Lords are genes 
rous cnough to pay. Perfonal offence 1 have given them 
nene. ‘The part they take againft me is from zeal to the 
caule. It is perfectly well! i have to do homage to their 
juitice. I bave to thank the Bedfords and the Lauderdales 
for having fo faibfully and fo fully ac quitted towards me what 
ever arrear of debt was jelt uadifchz inged by the Pricfi ieys and 
He FaloeSe 

“ Why will they not let me remain in obfcurity and ine 
action? are they apprehenfive, that if an atom of me ree 
mains, 
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mains, the fect has fomething to fear? Muft I be annihilated, 
left, like old John Zifca’s, my tkin might be made into a drum, 
to animate Europe to eternal battle againtt a tyranny that 
threatens to overwh-Jm all Europe, and all the human race? 

“ In one thing I can excufe the Duke of Bedford for his 
attack upon me and my mortuary penfion. He cannot rea- 
dily comprehend the tranfaction he condemns. Waat I have 
obtained was. the fruit of no bargain; the produétion of no 
intrigue; the refult of nocompromife; the effect of no foli- 
citation. The firft fuggettion of it n-ver came from me, 
mediately or immediately, to his Majefty or any of his Minif- 
ters. It was long known that the inftant my engagements 
would permit, and before the heavieft of all calamities had 
for ever condenined me to ob{curity and forrow, I had refolved 
ona total retreat, I had executed that defign. I was en- 
tirely out of the way of ferving or of hurtin» any ftatefman, 
or any party, when the Minifters fo generoufly and fo nobly 
carried into effect the fpontaneous bounty of the Crown, 
Both defcriptions have aéted as became them. WhenI could 
no longer ferve them, the Minifters .have confidered my fitua- 
tion, WhenI could no longer hurt them, the revolutionifts 
have trampled on my infirmity. My gratitude, I trutt, is 
equal to the manner in which the benefit was conferred. Ie 
came to me, indeed, at atime of life, and in a {tate of mind 
and body, in which no circumftance of fortune could afford 
me any real pleafure. But this was no fault in the Royal 
Donor, or in his Minifters, who were pleafed, in acknowledg- 
ing the merits of an invalid fervant of the public, to afluage 
the forrows of a defolate old man. 

“ It would ill become me to boaft of any thing. It would 
as ill become me, thus called upcn, to depreciate the vaiue of 
along life, fpent with unexampled toil in the fervice of my 
country. Since the total body of my fervices, on account of 
the induftry which was {hewn in them and the fairnefs of my 
intentions have obtained the acceptance of my Sovereign, it 
would oe abfurd in me torange myfelf on the fide of the Duke 
of Bedford and the Correiponding Society or, as far as in 
me lies, to permit a difpute on the rate at which the authority 
appointed by our conititution to eftimate fuch things, has 
been pleafed to fet them. 

“ For waatever I have been, (1am now no more,) I put 
myfelf on my country. I ought to be allowed a realonabdle 
freedom, becaute 1 ftand upon my deliverance; and no cule 
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prit ought to plead in irons. Even inthe utmoft latitude of 
defenfive liberty, I with to preferve all pofible decorum, 
Whatever it may be in the eyes of thefe noble perfons them. 
felves, to me their fituation calls for the moft profound relpect, 
If I fhould happen to trefpafs a little, which I traft I thall not, 
let it always be fuppofed, that a confufion of characters may 
produce miftakes 3 that in the mafquerades of the grand car. 
nival of our age, whimiical adventures happen; odd things 
are faid and pafs off, If I fhould fail a fingle point in the high 
ref{pe& L owe to thofe illuftrious perfons, | cannot be {uppofed 
to mean the Duke of Bedford and the Earl of Lauderdale of 
the Houfe of Peers, but the Duke of Bedtord and the Earl of 
Lauderdale of Palace Yard,—the, Dukes aud Earl of Brent. 
ford. There they are on the pavement; there they feem to 
come nearcr to my humble level; and, virtually at leat, to 
have waved their high privilege.” 

Mr. Burke then continues, to take a revicw of his own po- 
litical life, and to defend the grants made to him. He fays, 
that his paft exertions were fuch, as no hope of pecuniary 
compenfation could poffibly reward; that from his Majecity he 
claims no merit at alls every thing towards him has becn fa- 
vour and bounty. 

In {peaking of the adts introduced by him into Parliament, 
Mr. Burke fays, they coft him infinite pains, from the op- 
pofition he every where met in his undertaking. ‘The Mie 
litary Pay-Office was, however, methodized, and fo was the 
Civil Lift Eftablifhment. But his reforms were far diffe- 
rent from thole of the prefeot day; they were not the 
fuppreflion of a paltry pention or employment, more or lels 5 
he acted on ftate principles; the great diftemper was in the 
commonwealth, and he treated it according to the nature of 
the eviland the object. 

He knew the people were diffatisficd, and his objc& was to 
give them the fubftance of whathe knew they defired. He 
wifhed for reformation, and not for change. It was not his 
love, but his hatred to innovation that produced his plan of ree 
form, It was to prevent that evil, that he propofed the mea- 
iures which the Duke of Bed ord is pleafed torecal to bis ree 
colle@ion. ‘There was (what be hopesthe Noble Duke wiil 
reosember in all his operations) a ftate.to preferve, as weilas a 
itateto reform. A people was to be gratified, not to be in- 
flamed or mified, He claims notihalf the credit for what he 
did, as for what he prevented from being done, His mealures 
were intended to be healing and mediatorial, A complaint 
was 
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was made of too much influence in the Houfe of Commons ; 
he reduced itin both Houfes, and gave his reafons, article by 
article, for every reduction. He heavedthe lead every inch 
of the wayhemade. A difpofition to expence was complained 
of ; to that he oppofed not mere retrenchment, but a fyftem of 
economy. 

Mr. Buike next enters intoa fhort review of his political 
life ; he did not gointo Parliament to con hisleffon; he did 
not fet his foot in St. Stephen’s Chapel before he was prepared 
and difciplined. He was not, like his Grace of Bedford, 
fwaddled, and rocked, and dandled into a Legiflator, He 
poliefied none of thofe qualities, nor cultivated the arts that led 
men to the favour and protection of the great, He was neither 
aminion nor tool, Atevery ftep of his life he was traverfed 
and oppofed ; and at every turnpike he met, he was obliged to 
fhew his paflport, and to prove his title to the honour of being 
uleful to his country. He had no arts, but manly arts; on 
them he has ftood ; and pleafe God, in ipite of the Duke of 
Bediord and the Earl of Lauderdale, to the lait gafp he will 
ftand. 

Mr. Burke then obferves on the Duke of Bedford’s eftates 
as es . 

The Duke of Bedford conceives that he is obliged to call 
the attention of the Houle of Peersto his Majefty’s grant to 
me, which he confiders as exceflive and out of all bounds. 

“ I know not how it has happencd, but it really feems, that, 
while his Grace was meditating his well confidered cenfure 
upon me, he fell intoa fort of fleep. ‘Homer nods; and the 
Duke of Bedford may dream; and as dreams (even his golden 
dreams) are apt tobe ill pieced and incongruoufly put toge= 
ther, his Grace preferved his idea of reproach to mz, but took 
the fubject matter from the Crown-grants to bis own family. 
This is, * the {tuff of which his dreams are made.” In that 
way of putting things together his Grace is perfectly in the 
tight. ‘The grantsto the Hgule of Ruffel were fo enormous, 
as not only to outrage economy, but even to ftagger credibi- 
lity. ‘The Duke of Bedford is the Leviathan among all the 
creaturcs of the Crown. He tumbles about his unwieldy 
bulk ; he plays and frolics in the ocean of the Royal bounty, 
Huge as he is, and while © he lies floating many a rood,” 
heis ftilla creature. His ribs, his fins, his whalebone, his 
blubver, the very piracl: s through which he ipouts a torrent of 
bine againft his origin, and covers me all over with the fpray, 
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—every thing of him and about him is from the Throne. Is 
it for him to queftion the difpenfation of the Royal favour ? 

* Why will his Grace, by attacking me, force me reluce 
tantly to compare my little merit with that which obtained from 
the Crown thofe prodigies of profufe donation by which he 
tramples on the mediocrity of humble and Ja>orious ine 
dividuals? I would willingly leave him to the Heralds College, 
which the philofophy of the Sans Culostes (prouder by far than 
all the Garters, and Norroys, and Clarencieux, and Rouge 
Dragons that ever pranced in a proceffion of what his friends 
call ariftocrats and defpots) will abolifh with contumely and 
fcorn. Thefe hiftorians, recorders, and blazoners of virtues 
and arms, differ wholly from that other defcription of hif- 
torians, who never aflign any act of politicians to a good 
motive. Thefe gentle hiftorians, on the contrary, dip their 
pensin nothing but the milk of human kindnefs, They feck 
no further for merit than the preamble of a patent, or the in- 
{cription on atomb. With them every man created a Peer is 
firftanhero ready made. They judge of every man’s ca~ 
pacity for cffice by the offices he has filicd ; and the more of 
ices, the more ability. Every General Officer with them is 
a Marlborough; every Statelmana Burleigh; every Judge a 
Murray, or a York. They, who alive were laughed at or 


pitied by all their acquaintance, make as good a figure as the | 


beft of them in the pages of Guillim, Edmonfon, and 
Collins. 

“ Ts the genius cf philcfophy not yet known ? You may 
as well think the Garden of the [huilleries was well protected 
with the cords of ribbon infultingly ftretched by the National 
Affembly to keep the fovere'gn canaille frow intruding on the 
retirement of the poor King of the French, as that fuch flimfey 
cobwebs will ftand between the favages of the revolution and 
their natural prey. Deep philofophers are no triflers 3 brave 
Sans Culottes are no formalilts, “They wil] no more regard a 
Marqu's of Taviltock than am Abbot of Taviltock ; the 
Lord uf Wooburn will not be more refpeétable in their eyes 
than the Prior of Wooburn: They will make no difference 
between the Superior of a Covent Garden of Nuns and of a 
Covent Garden of another defcription. They will not care a 
rufh whetier his coat ts long or fhort, or whether the © colocr 
be purple, or blue and buff. They will not trouble their heads, 
with what part of dis head his hair is cut from ; and they will 
Jouk with equal refpe&t on atonfure and a crop. Their only 
gueilion will bethat of their Legendre, or fome other of their 
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legiflative butchers, how hecuts up? How he tallows ia the 
caw! or on the kidnies.”’ 

Mr. Burke next enters into a long hiftory of the di sp9m8 at 
grants made to the Bedford family, from the time of Heary th 
Eighth, to the tine of the laft penfioner of his Grace’s wk ; 
and concludes his pamtphiet by a moft graceful tribute of 
affection to the memory of his late fon; aad to that of Ad- 
miral Keppel. 





An ANECDOTE. 


F the numerous inftances of human milery, the effest of 
the ignorance and fanaticifm of the dark ages of E tile 

may be reckoned the melancholy fate of PuREY. LV. Empero 
of Germany, who was allo ftyled Henry the Elder and oe 
the Great. The long reiga of this Prince, in the eleventh 
century, was mai ked with misfortunes, which are prir cipaily 
afcribed to his quarrel with the clergy, and the animolities they 
had excited againft him for having reclaimed the pvofledions 
which had been lavithed upon them by his predeceflors.. Vere 
tified at the anathema of the Pope, he was compelled to re- 
main three days and three nights, inthe depth of winter, ia 
the court-yard of the Pope’s palace at Canofa, barcfooted, 
imploring abfolution in the moft humiliating terms. He was 
afterward dethroned by his fon Henry, cetained fome time ina 
prifon, and reduced to the moft abject px verty. In his proi- 
perity, he had given the city of Kreatzenach, as a preiont, to 


his fappoled friend reiard Bifhop of Spire. In his fudfequeat 





diftref, he applied to this very prelate, the fycophant of his 
profperity, who then lived at Kreutzenach induxurious cafe. 
Maier, a German hiftori relates the circumftance in the 
following manacr. “ The unfortunate Emperor came to the 
caftle in as wretched a ftate as when he waited at the — of 
Canofa, ftript to his ibirt, and bare focted, He had the atti- 
tude, voice, and humiliated afpect of acommon beggar. He 
looked up with a t:mid eye to that Bithop, who had been his 
moit intimate friend in the days of his profperity, and to 
whom he had been fo laviih of bis bounties, in hopes to res 
Ceive confolation and fupport in the countenance of his for 
mer dependant. He then glanced his eye over the ftately 
dome which he himfelf had built, and feemed to fay, bebold 
my claim to commiferation! while the briny tcar trickled 
down his gricf- worn check, into the wounds which the heavy 
chains 
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chains of his rebellious fon had infli&ted. He now ventures 
to exclaim, with fauitering accent, ¢ I have loft empire and 
hope! For the love of God throw me a morfel of bread upon 
the ground I have given you!’ The fupercilious and inhue 
man prieft pretended that he could difpofe of nothing without 
the confent of his chapter, and finally difmifled him with an 
oath—* By the mother of Jefus 1 will not afift you.” 

Such is Maier’s affeAting recital ‘The author of the 
Nouveau Dictionnaire Hiftorique thus records the dreadful 
reverfe of fortune in this once magaificent Prince: “ Reduced 
to the laft extremity, a wretched pennylefs vagabond, he im- 
plored the Bifhop of Spire to give him a lay prebend in his 
church ; reprefenting, that having ftudied finging, he could 
perform either the office of reader or of fulschanter: It was 
refufed. What an age, when an Emperor, who had fo long 
attrafted the attention of all Europe by his victories and his 
fplendour, could not obtain the loweft fituation in a chapter ! 
Atlaft, abandoned by all, he wrote his fon, to conjure him to 
permit the Bifhop of Liege to grant him an afylum. © Let 
me remain at Liege,’ faid he, * If not as an Emperor, at leaf 
as arefugee. Let it it not be faid to my fhame, or rather to 
your’s, that I am obliged to feek a new afylum during the fefti- 
val of Eafter.’—The wretched Emperor died at Liege in the 
year 1106, the victim of theignorance and fanaticifm of that 
age. His body was interred in that city, but taken up again 
by order of the Pope, and deprived of fepulture for five years, 
till his fon Henry V. who had dethroned him, caufed it to be 
inhumed at Spire, in the tomb of the Emperors.” 





REFLECTIONS. 
F, with the pains we endure here below we were immortal, 
we fhould be the moft miferable of all beings, It is {weet 
and pleafing to hope that we fhall not live always. 
When truth offends noone, it ought to pafs out of the 
mouth as naturally as the air we breathe. 
itfeems that all we do is but a rough draught, and that al- 
ways fomething remains to be done to make the work com- 
plete. 
Power is not always proportionate to the will. One fhould 
be confulted before the other 5 but the generality of men 
begin by willing, and aét afterward as they can. 


None are rath, when they are not feen by any body. _ 
Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by W Hoare, of Dean Pri % to W. Cobley’s Charade, 


ifit 
-inferted November 9. 


TEERAGE is clearly what you mean, 
As in your charade may be feen ; 
*t* We have received the like anfwer from W. Goyne, 
of Litk eard. 


Anfwer ? by , ie pa M of Staz erto Mm, to Quidam Tenotus’s Enigma, 
inferted November 16. 


N_ yon high firmament, where planets roll, 
’Midft worlds innumerable, unknown to man; 
And wand’ring COMETS too, whofe rapid fligit, 
Spread horror and amazeme~s as they move, 
Thefe tell us, God exifts, and governs all. 
*4% Wehave received the like anfwer from’ W. Hoare, of 
Dean Prior; and N. Coles, junior, of Crediton. 





Anfwer, ly G. H. of Eaft Coker, to the Rebus diferted the 16th 
of November. 


f ke many crimes doth ANGER lead, 
It mis’ry doth produce ; 
While paflion reigns wildom is fied, 
And reafon’s void of ufe. 

*t* We have received the like anfwer from T. Whicker, 
of Exon; J. Turner, of Langport; J. Sanders, of Cardine 
ham; J. Sibley, near Bodmin; and I. Welch, of Bridge- 
water. 


1 i> oa PF OT ae gee eee Ty Depnols, ’ 
ANfWEy by RL IH Sand VS, of Cardi nha Mt, t0 W . P; anele ys Ande 
eran, inferted December 7. ' 


REED, kind Sir, mutt be the pipe, 
When ’tis tranfpos’d the DEER’s in fight; 
‘Tranfpos’d again, by them who choole, 
REDE, the term for countel us’d. 
ttt We have received the like anfwer from W. H Toare, of 
Dean Prior; and J. Sibly, near Bodmin. 
Vou. XXVII, 682. 2G A QUESTION, 
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4 QUESTION, by P. Gadd, of Tauntom 


N the rft day of Auguft next, the fun’s declination being 

17° 48’ north.— Required the time inthe moraing when 

the fun will be due eaft; alfo the timeinthe afterncon whenit 

will be due weft upon that day, in the latitude of 5197’ 
orth. 





fn ENIGMA, by F. Woof Axminfler. 


¥’M vers’d in fciences and wond’rous arts, 

4. Andaiways was admir’d by men of parts 5 
I’ve travell’d far beyond the Trojan walls ; 

I’ve been in foreign cottages and halls; 

I’ve been in ancient churches, courts, and ftates, 
And gain’d admittance ata Prince’s gate ; 

In ladies’ chambers I am often feen, 

And when in churches fometimes drefs’d in green 
I’m often with fome ancient holy prieft, 

My name is fometimes mentioned at a feaft ; 

I’m known, ’tis true, to ev’ry monk and friar, 
And yet I call the Pope himfelf a lyar; 

Sermons and fongs I fend from pole to pole, 

And now I aét the ferious, now the droll; 
Sometimes my pious maxims pleafe the man, 
Who cries, in hafte, * Indeed I like your plan.” 
Then I’m as fportive as the lambs in May; 
Sometimes I preach, at others only pray 5 

At Serjeant’s Inn fometimes I tezch the law, 
And in the Habeas Corpus find a flaw; 

] teach the doctor how to mix his drugs ; 

And, as divine, “ Be mod’rate with your mugs.” 
J fometimes have my le€tures on the fun, 

And tell you on an axis it doth ren; 

And then the revolutions of the moon, 
And that a ftar is feldom feen at noon. 

But vother day (let Heaven fend a curfe), 
No feeling creature ever was us’d worfe ; 
‘They {natch’d me up, then threw me on my back, 
Which broke my bones, and made my finews crack 5 
‘Then, while the mob were gormandizing trout, 
A child came in, and tore my bowels out. 
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The SORROWS of LOVE. 


FY from the forrows of the bufy crowd, 
Whofe grov’ling minds alone delight in gain, 
In all the mournful luxury of grief 

The itricken heart fhall unditturb’d complain. 


Truc as the dew-drop to impear] the lawn, 
When nature rifing from her calm repofe, 

With fafcinating {mile beholds the morn 
Wreathing around her heal th: blu hing rofe. 


And true as mufick’s airy ftrain is heard, 
O’er liil’ning waves to waft its melody ; 
Alas! in fome iequefter’d fpot unknown, 
Thefe tears fhall flow, thefe fighs thall heave for thee. 


Can aught command the turbulence of youth ? 
Can fober precept youthful hopes reftrain? 

See pleafure {pread her hght fantaltic wing ; 
See love and extacy adorn her train. 


Well may the learned pedant of the fchool, 
Whrte furrow’d check betrays the hand of age, 
Virtue pourtray, in gayeft garb arrayed, 
And well his apathy becomes the fage. 


No youthful blood inflames his frozen veins, 
Rnfhing impetuous thro’ his feeble frame! 
No fierce defires, no uncontroulled rage, 
No headftrong paflions fan the glowing flame. 


Ah! time can lull the ftormy fou! to reft ; 
Can foothe the agonies of anxious love s 
Can blunt the finer feelings of the heart, 
And fixthat fteady which was wont to rove. 


His trembling limbs can fcarce fupport their load, 
No gloomy retrofpect diltracts his breatt ; 

E’en beauty fades away as years decline, 
And forrow’s foften’d tear will fink to reft. 


Well may the venerable fage defcribe, 
In glowing colours virtue’s arduous way ; 
Behold a gliit?ning fane with laurels crown’d 
On yonder rock, to tempt the bold ellay. 


E'en 
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B’en ages yet unborn fhall ceafe to be, 
And tho’ around the tempett loudly roars, 
Still fhe unhurt, amid the fhock of worlds, 
Shall ftill furvive when they thal! be no more. 


How many hardhhips ftrew the rugged path ! 
How many thorns befet the devious way ! 
How few attain the fummit of their with. 
And crown’d with honour gaia the glorious day ! 


How rich a meed awaits a virtuous toil, 
With many a painful pang and forrow bought! 
Yet fome there are that {corn the high beheit, 
And few are thofe who prize it as they ought. 


Ah! judge not youthful follies too fevere, 
Some little fcope the heedlefs ftraggler give ; 
Pardon the wild effufions of the heart, 
Let mercy {mile, and bid the wanderer live. 


One tranfient error fhould not blot his fame, 
Tho’ vice fhould bear a-while refiftlefs {way— 
Virtue more bright, more beauteous fhall appear, 

As clouds before the fun-beam die away. 





Oz: CONTENTMENT. 
By the Rev. W. L. Bow es. 


H_ bland contentment! who, with pilgrim feet, 
Wand’ rett from halls of loud, tumultuous yby ; 
And onthe naked down, when the winds beat, 
Dott fing to the forfaken thepherd-boy. 


Thou art the fick man’s nurfe, the poor man’s friend, 
And thro’ each change of life thou haft been mine ; 
In ev’ry ill thou canit a comfort blend, 
And bid the eye, tho’ fad, in fadnefsthine. 


Thee have I met on Cherwell’s willow’d fide ; 
And when our deftin’d road far onward lay, 

Theel have found, whatever chance betide, 
‘The kind companion of my devious way. 


With thee, unwearied have [ lov’d to roam, 
By the fmooth- flowing Scheld, or rufhing Rhine; 
And thou haft gladden’d my fequefter’d home, 
And hung my peaceful porch with eglantine. 


When cares and crofles my tir’d fpirits tried, 
When to the duit my father I refign’d ; 

Amidit the quiet fhade unfeen I figh’d, 

And, bleit with thee, forgot a world unkind. 































